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Writing to Professor George W. Fisher, of Yale Uni-
versity, on January 30, Secretary Hay said:

"I am snre that if the President had acted differently
when, the 3rd of November, he was confronted by a critical
situation which might easily have turned to disaster, the
attacks which are now made on him would have been ten
times more virulent and more effective. He must have
done exactly as he did, or the only alternative would have
been an indefinite duration of bloodshed and devastation
through the whole extent of the Isthmus. It was a time
to act and not to theorize, and my judgment at least is clear
that he acted rightly."

Finally, in an address, on July 6,1904, which he made at
Jackson, Michigan, at a celebration of the Fiftieth Anni-
versary of the Eepublican Party, Secretary Hay summed
up the case as follows:

" There has been more noise made over his (President
Roosevelt's) suddenness on the Isthmus of Panama than
elsewhere. It is difficult to treat this charge with serious-
ness. The President has made a treaty with Colombia at
her own solicitation, which was infinitely to her advantage,
to inaugurate an enterprise which was to be for the benefit
of the world. He waited with endless patience while Bo-
gota delayed and trifled with the matter, and finally re-
jected it, and suggested new negotiations for a larger sum.
Panama, outraged by this climax of the wrongs she had
already suffered, declared and established her indepen-
dence. The President, following an unbroken line of pre-
cedents, entered into relations with the new Eepublic, and,
obeying his duty to protect the transit of the Isthmus as
all other Presidents had done before him, gave orders that
there should be no bloodshed on the line of the railway.
He said, like Grant, 'Let us have peace!' and we had it.
It will seem incredible to posterity that any American could
have objected to this. He acted wisely and beneficently, and
all some people can find to criticize in his action is that he
was too brisk about it. If a thing is right and proper to